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THE CALIFORNIA CULTURAL & HisTORICAL ENDOWMENT

The California Cultural and Historical Endowment (Endowment) was created by AB 716 to
tell the story of California as a diverse society and of the many groups of people that together
comprise historic and modern California.

Endowment grants are used for the acquisition, restoration, preservation, and interpretation
of California’s historical and cultural resources. Funding of close to $122 million for the
capital improvement projects comes from voter-approved bonds from the California Clean

Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection Act of 2002, more com-
monly known as Proposition 40.

The Endowment was specifically charged to fund projects that:

* preserve, document, interpret, or enhance threads of California’s history that are absent or
underrepresented in historical parks, monuments, museums and other sites and buildings;

* support the state’s diverse counties;
* assist both large and small organizations; and
) , ) )
* represent the interests of the state’s many diverse ethnic groups.

Endowment funds have supported 154 grants to museums, cultural centers, movie and stage
theaters, a Victorian garden, simulated archaeological dig sites, historic office buildings,
boarding houses, and adobes.
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